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To the Honourable S |] o « x 

 Vaucxan Knight of the Bath, 
Second Son to theRight Honou- 
rable, the Earl of { arberry. 


Noble and Learned Sir, 
| AdIhad noother knowledge of 


+ your eminent Worth and Qua- 
) lity,. but what was tranſmitted 
ro me by common fame(whictr 
”' places you, and that deſervedly 
in the firft Rank of our moſt knowing and 
Religious Gentry)that alone would have flit- 
ficiently warranted me inthis Addreffe fince 
thoſe who ſhine like you, in ſo vigorous and 
aQive a Sphere of conſtant and unblemiſhed 
Piety, may cafily excuſe the careful Beholder, 
if he turn his body with ſome kind of parti- 
cular Reſpe& & Obſervance towards them, 
Bur when to this general Account, which 
claimes a Reverence from all, there is ſuper- 
added an Intention you long have had, to 
| A2  thew _ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhew me ſome perſonal kindneſs (which 

you have lately pectormed;, with very many 
Noble and Obliging Circumſtances) I could * - 
no longer bejuſt, eicher to my own Reſent- 
ments of Graticude,or to the ExpeRation of 
others, ſhould I not have raken the very farſt 
Opportunity of manifeſting to the world, 
how much [ think you arc.to be honoured, 
and how fic to be propoſed as a Publick Par- - 
tern.For otners of mean Endowments, and: _ 
narrow Fortunes, to be well -principledin 
vertue,or to take a lictle compals of Learning -f 
in their way to Preferment, this carries with 
ic no fivgular commendation, for in fuch,ne- * 
celſiry may ſeem, to make their choyce for 
them; but:for. one- in the greateſt outward af- 
fluence, & in the midſt of the moſt charming 
Temprations,both from Honour & Pleaſure, 
to preſerve an unſported integrity, and- to 
keep himlclf free and dis-intereſſed, for the: 
purſuic only of what is truly Great and No- 
ble.this is a degree-of Excellence, which God: 
vouchſafes to very few: And, Sir,you are one; 
of thoſe, in whole manner of Life and Stu- 
dies, we may read, that ſuch kind of rare ex- 
amples arte-not wholly. diſcontinued ; but, +, JF. 
God ſhewvs he hath a Care of this Age allo, 
hovy, corrupt ſoever, in that he hath given 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

But while others are taken up with admi-. 
ring, What you. fer«he loweſt yalue upon, 
youraccuratc Learniag,and through lalighe 
into the profoundeſt depths of Philoſophy 
together wich a Maſculine and Clean Expreſ- 
ſion, give me leave to take notice of that; 
which I have often in private Wondred at. 
your ſtrict and impartial ſearch into the my- 
Reries of Chriſtian Religion,which,while 0- 
thers paſs lazily over,.or take the beliet of 
them upon truſt, you have made ir your bu- 
fineſs ſeverely to examine, and thence have 
arrived to ſuch an height of Aſſurance, thar 
you can look down upon thoſe ObjeRions & 
Dithcultics, wherewith puzling Diſputers do 
trouble both themſelves and others, with a 
fhxed and ſteady eye;and only pity thoſe poor: 
miſtaken Rationaliſts,vho ſeek for ſatistai- 
on,where it is not to be had, like Saul, who 
conlulced wich a Witch, when none-but the 
Lord could truly anſwer him.. 

[ cxnnot therefore-wiſh. an hizher Elogy to-. 
this ſmall Treatiſe,then that ic were as fit for 
your view,as you areableto judge of it; For 
you, Sir, areexperimentally acquainted withs 
the Truth it contains ;.and can demonſtrate 
from the moſt undoubted Teſtimony, that 
God hath a little number in. cheworld, 


The Epiſtle Dedigatory. 
whom in ſpite of Hel or Herefies,he is reſol- 
ved to ſave; and therefore by ftate-Artsand 
Politick Contrivances,tolabour the Preven- 
tion of Herefies,it is as to the Ele,a needleſs, 
as ©0 Reprobates.an unprofitable care , and un- 
warrantable to both; fince, when the Scripture 
tels us, there maſt be Hereffes, they only take 
the way to perpetuate them, who endeavour 
their ſuppreſſion,by waics which that Word 
hath not warranted. As winds, till they are 
pent up & reſtrained from their motion, do 
ſeldom any hurt, ſo nor Hereffes neither, till 
they are impoſed and forced, they make no 
publick diſturbance. The world would never 
have been Arias heretofore, nor Antichriſt» 
antiow, did not Princes lend their Power ts 
the Beaft,to make it kill, whom.it cannot con- 
fute. That all mens Eyes may be opened to 
ſee that Chriſtian Religion, which is the Pow- 
er of God, needs not any Aſſiſtance fromthe 
undue Power of mas,and that you, whole cics 
are already opened, may be long Preſerved tor 
the Information and Example of others, is, 
and ſhall bethe conſtant Prayer of 


Drury Lane, 


Jan, 20, 1661, - NOBLE SIR, 
Yow truly Aﬀettionate #nd mot Ob- 
liged Servant, 


Edward DAL[DAW., 
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Mn all the Argaments, which are maile uſe of 
whe in defence of a rigerow and tated Uniformity, 
42 41nft = pretenſions and Plea of Chriſtian 
Liberty,tlere is none that i either arged with- 
eaterguigiour, or that, amongſt unwary and 
oper ficial Hearers carries with it a better appearance of pro- 
bability, then the, this the Impoſing of ſome few1hiags,. 
ſ#ppoſed to be Indifferent, © the only ways prevent the exe 


france, and io ſuppreſs the growth of Hereftes, For as un- 
rely Cattel are kept 5X bring put into 4 Pound, 
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or into ſome firaight Encloſure, ſo, where there i 4 certain 
Form, and fixed Garb of Worſhip, unto which all are com- 
pelled to agree , there wiki in all probability, be no room left, 
for theſe ſecret wadermiiings, and claydeſtine Infinuations, 
by which, Errour, like yndiſcovered fire , is blown up and. 
kindled, and ſpreads it ſrlf, to the ruine __ both of 
Church azd State. And therefore as they tell us, that Con- 
jarers, ts keep their evil Spirits from doing miſchief; ds 
draw a Circle about them, and confine them to it ;, ſo, Ma- 
giftrates, who are the Stite*Exorcifts, have no better way, 
10 prevent the Deſigns of |FatFiows and light ſpirited men, 
(who oftentimes cry up Religion, when they mean Rebcel- 
lion)chen to confine afl,cutn Religious Meetings, unto ſach 
« Circle aud Order, out of which, they may not bt ſuffered: 
19. mave, leſt Conſcience,' which ſeems at firſt to a” and 


. 


The Preface, 

crwple at ſmall things, becomes at length, for want of due 
ut, / 4 URI and Plea for thi wo «nd dro 
regular Exorbitancies. | 

That 1 may take nothing from the Trength of this Argu- 
ment (which may be yet farther improved by conſideration of 
the great Scandal gruen in our owntime) TI will confe(s, 
that were 4 State, which profeſſeth ts embrace Chuiſtian 
Religion, not ſolely to be guided according to the Rules of 
that, but left at random, to be governed by thoſe Prudearial 
Mortives, 4nd Political Maximes, which the Wiſdomof 
this World * that the dpoſtle cals exrthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh, is moZ# ready to invent and to faflen upon; there 
ſeems notbing , at firſt Bluſh, to be ſocontrary toReaſon of 
Srace, as 4 Toleration of two or more Religions, or the leaft 
variation in the Mode and Form of Publick Worſhip ; 
ſince this Diverſity may eaſily be preſwmed to beget Diſſent i- 
ons and Daarrels, which ariſing at firſt in private Families, 
like wind that lies concealed in ſecret Caverns,at laſt breaks 
out into an Earthquake, and, like a mighty Tempeſt, over- 
turnes and bears down all before it. 

It is, I believe, upon ſome ſuch fallacious and ill weighed 
Indrcement , 4s this 1 mention, that there hath been a 
kind of Conſpiracy, amongſt all worldly wi'e and ſuper- 
political men, 474inf the ſincere, ſpiritual and wnmixed 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ever ſince the death and murder of 
him, from whom it received both its Name and Doctrine, 
For we read that Chriſt ſuffered as a D.ſturber of that ſtate, 
which he came to ſave;and 45 a Blaſphemous Heretick, in 
that Charch.which he came to teach. Paul ,and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles met with the wery ſame entertainment, both for 
Language and Uſage; and afterwards, for 300 years toge- 
ther, all kind of violence was prattiſed againſh i Chriſti- 
ans, 4s State-Incendiaries, and men that were obitinate 
only 


| The Preface/ 
in and 5 dingy Errours. But our' 
py es Peace,they by and outr agious War- 
fare 5 all the while tht Ship of the True Church rade out 
4s Sea, the Storms it met with, didonly toff. but conld not 
overwhelm it ; In « Calm, it began 10 fink, and never 
was near periſhing, till it came to Harbowr,.' In ſhort, the 
Profeſſed Favourers of Chriſtianity, did, by their wel- 
meant, but i managed kindneſs, more deftroy the Church, 
then all its open ana moſt furious Enemies, For when Con- 
ſtantine and hi Sacceſſors, miſteking quits the Nature of 


ow! Religion did £8 4Scommudate and atte # ants 
their Civil Lat aight the old Heatheniſh Spirit of 
Idolatry and P ion, didrewvive, under new Names ; 
and Hereticks, i. e, Diſenters from the eſtabliſhed Forms 
then, were as ſeverely handled, as Chriſtians themſelves 
before. Which _—_ was ſo long continued, wntil Policy 
and Pomp had quite devoured and eaten out the Purity and 
Plainneſs of Religion, and made is nothing elſe but « Pro- 
perty, for ambitions Church-men (who in all Ages, have 
been the greateſt Cryers up of, becauſe the only Gainers by, 
Specious Unitormity, of which they art the ſole Managers) 
to make Attempts wpen the Civil Power , whith at laſt, 
they wreſbed out of the Emperonrs hands, and intoken of 
thelr entire Conqueſt, they depoſed not Princes only , but 
Scripture & Realon,& the Spirit of God himſelf too from 
their Authority; and ſet up « Political Head of their own, 
wnto whoſe pretenaedinfallible DifFates they enforced all to 
yield an ab, lure; hrcanſe blind and ignorant Obedience. 
Thus ggjaider colour of ſuppreſſing Herefies, the world con- 
ſented to enſlave themſelves unto the mo# damnable, de- 
ftruitive and fatal Herefie, that ever the Sun ſaw;1 mean, 
to Popery;which,by « ftrange kind of Figure, would paſs for 
the only Chriſtian Religion, when @ it hath in it juit no- 
4 . thing 
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the Spixie, Paricy, ow Liberryhe 
Co had Ls which condition the greateſt yart 
of the Chriſtian werld yet {ies , and grouns, forthe bondy 


Coming = Redecmer. 

This having been the ſucceſs and iſſue of Uniformiry, 
and this being its nataral Tendency, 1 wiſh all ſerious and 
diſpaſſionate Chriſtians would conſider, that, though Here- - 
lies are #0 be bewailed, and ſo far as we lawfully can, fup- 
preſſed 168, yet we muſt do Bonam bene. We moſt not re- 
wmedy an Inconvenience, with bringing in a Miſchief ; nor 
deviſe expedients of a frat# and vi iformiry, which 
« God in his Word hath no where \ſo,ve may find 
by the ſucceſs of #t the Papi others, he 
bath not bleſſed. Sinceby this means quite contrary to Gods 
Command, many Mikions of Soules ave forced to fit down 
w#nder a wretched and irreparable Ignorance ;,, their ever- 
careful Guides, for fear #t ſcens, left they ſhould loſe their 
way is Heaven, having with a great deal of Caution, takey 
their Candle from thems. 

How wnfit I am to be, fo much as inflrumentsl, in polling 
off the Vaile from before mens eyes, 1 deſire tobe alwaies 
ſenſible : yet having already ventured this Controvere 
fie, have here once more tried 1s rettifie mens miſtakes, & 
laboured to take away the ſtrength of that ObjeFien againſt 
due Chriſtian Liberty, from the many Herefies, which 
thereby are occaſioned. In this fhors Treatiſe therefore, 1 have 
endeavoured to manifeſt, that, in the Church of Chrift, 
there muſt be Hereftes, And while we obſerve that dizi- 
gence and care 1n our ſelves, with that equity and 

moderation towards others, which our Relizien &athrequire 
from 1, it us as impoſſible to avoid Diverſity of Opimons 


(which among anzry men, will certainly enonrh be nick-na- 


| med Herelics) us it would be to place onr ſelves in the —_ 4 | | 
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of Sun-ſhine, and not ſee Variety of Colours: Mens 5 
ments, eſpecially if they give themſelves any Latitude of 
Enquiry, arte 4s various as their yew ny z ſothat to 
preſcribe one certain Form to all , and thereby to force men 
to af outwardly what inwardly they do not afſent to, i like 
Painting the Face with an Info cfions and Venomous Fuice , 
or giving 4 Nauſcons Potion unto 4 Nict and Dainty Palat, 
af Abe's we ſhall effend God, as much as men; who at the 
la#t day , will not thank any, for other mens conſtrained,ju- 
volumary, and therefore falſe and hypocritical Devotion. 

Having ſaid thus much, 1 now take my leaveof this cons 
trover fies, not as if i#hought that more oauld not be writtes, 
bat becauſe 1 am no longer in a free capacity to ds #t i Since I' 
cannot write now in ſo unconcerned 4 manner 4s 1 did be- 
fore. For having lately been deprived of my juſt Right,in a 
Freebold I had at Ch. Church, for noreaſon at all, that 1 
know of , unleſs for the impartial and unbyafied Diſcovery 
of my Fudement about Indifferent, or rather Doubtful 
Thiogs in Rel gious Worſhip: 1t will but wrong the cauſe; 
ſhoald 1 proſecute it any further ;, ſince it may be interpreted 
now, that I write like a Party ; and that, not Conſcience, 
but Diſcoment doth excite me to it. Unleſs therefore I ans 
called out to defend what 1 have already written, I ſhall for 
the future forbear, and manifeſt by my carriage that though 
for the preſent, 1 cannot ſubmit, yet, I thank God, 1 can 
ſuffer in ſilence. 


Drury Lane- 
Jan. 10, 1661. 


EDWARD BAGSHAW. 
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' 1 Cor.n.1 9. For there mutt alſo be 
Herefres among, yore, KC. 


R_ 


Heſe are the Wotds of the A Pasl,and urged by 
him as a Reaſon, why he did believe the Report he 
had heard concerning their Schiſeves and Contentions; 
For as we find,Chap.1. He tels them , that be was 
informed by ſome who were related to the Family ; 
of Chloe ( who ſeems to haye been a Woman of Quality and Re- 
pure in thac Church of Corixeh) chat there were Contentions among 
thens : © Each Parry ,endeavouring -to cry up thoſe Teachets by 
whom they were ficlt converted, or mot proficed, to the Preju- 
dice and Diſgrace of the reſt : vn one ſaid, he __ Verke 13, 
. Panl; 


$. 


3 The Neceſſity and Uſe of Bereſies . 

Pas! ; 1. 6. a Diſciple of Paul ; another was for Peter; a third fort 
for Apellos ; whereby they did nec ſo much Þandy againſt one a- 
no:her,as oppoſe che Honour ef the Lord Chr;ft ; who, by theſe 
Miniſters, as his Inftrumencs, did work their Salvation. And' 
therefore for them , ro have ſuch fierce and vehement Conten- 
tions, about thoſewhowere meerly ſubordinate, and could do 
nothing bur as the Power of (rift did co-operate with them, at- 
oued cheſe Corimtbians, nowithitanding theit Gifts, ro bevery 
raw, childiſh, and carnal Chriftians : As the Apoltle conclndes, 
Chap. 3. For «while oue ſaith, 1 am of Pax, and another, 1 am of 
Apollos, are not ye carnal ? i. 6. Are ye not led by very weak and 
childith pclinations, to make ſuch a Note of Ditference among 
your ſelves, becauſe of your Teachers ?) For who 5 Paxl ? and 
who is Apollos, but Muniſteri, by whom ( i. e. by whoſe Miniftry, 
and P:eiching ) ye believed, even as the Lord gave toevery nonn ? 
(1.6. according tothat ability which God was pleaſed to diftri- 
bute to e2ch of his Minifters) c>/him cherefore rhe ſole Honour 
1sd8e, and wot to be faftiouſly aſcribed ro any of ts Servanrs/; 
as the Apoſtle further ar I have planted, 6. 6. aid am you 
the Foundation of Chriſtian Faich; Apellos hath watered, t. e.by 
his Eloquence(for we read that he was ai0%5 41m, ;. e. 4 well fpoken 
wan) Apolles hath addeda Verdute and Freſhneſs ro my Dottrine, 
and made i: ſpring up amongſt you : Bur, ſich ne, God gave the 
macreaſe, 1.8. Made it fruirful and effeRuil, From whence it fol- 
lowes, that zeher he that plamteth ts any thing, 1. e. to be eſteemed, 
and ſolely gloried in ; nor be that watereth, but Gad who groeth the 
uncreaſe. 

H ving thus convinced them of cheir Folly, as well as fin, in 
making Schifſarexupon ſuch ill-egronnded precences; he proceeds 
m this Chapter , to rake notice of 2 great Diſorder, which they 
commited even at the crime of the Sacramenc x tor there, when 
they ſhould have acted in the higheſt Love and Condeicention 
towards each other,yer then they brought rheir Comenrions and 
Animoſines zlong withthem, and made the Publickh Aſſembly, 

»(for ſo Lundefftand the Word Exnen, fince the Chrittians as 
had no publick Places-of Reſort; bur mer, as they could, in 
civate Houſes) wieneſſes of their unchriſftian Diſcord, When ye 
come toperher in the Church, faich he, i, eas Hunderftand it, the 
; Bablick Aſſembly, 1 hear, that there be Diviſions among you : and 


though 


The «7 
rbougb it might ſem 2 thing 
when you come to receive the Lords Sopper, 
when all che Faichful are met £ there 
bold Defyers of Citiſtian Charigy .and Order, 


co vent their Diſcontents,and manifeſt an ambitious Scrife ; yet, 


ſaith he, / partly believe it 3 For there maſt dſo be Hereſes 4 
you, &c, And therefore I do not much wander if you begin ig 
early in Schiſan and Separation. 

The words contain Two Parts. ' 1. A Prediction. T here wwwſt 
be Hereſjes. 3%. One Reaſon or Ground of it. Thar #Buwory, ;, 
theſe that are approved and ſincere, may be made wanifeſt. 

The Pojjiion or Doctrine that I inteqd to infilt on, 1s, That ;# 
the Charh of (briſt, there 1s ay unaverdable weeeſſity of here fies. As 
our Saviour ſaith of Cffesces, Arpdurrer bir ww 1hbGir, 1, 6, [t is mn 
chanceable, Or, it cane: bappen but they muſt come. So ſay 1 of He 
reſies, 411eTor 5a, It is pur to avoid it, but they will 
come. | 

Toclear up this, I ſhall explain theſerworbings. 1. What is 
meant by Herefies.2.What are the Grounds or Reaſons , why in 
che Church of Chriſt, they are (o fatally neceſlary. 

For the Firſt, viz. Woar is Herefie ? Some hold it is i le 
to be defined, amongſt whom was Awfin.Others define fr to be 
Semtentia humano ſenſu elefla, Scripture Sacre contr ar14, palans eds- 
ita, & pertinacuer defeuſa, i. C. An Opinion choſen by 6 mans own 
Knderſt anding, contrary to the boly Scriptures, openty tanght, and ob- 
ftinately defended. Which is the tion of Grefthead, the 
Learned Biſhop of Lencolne, who for his fingular Zeal in oppoling 
the Popes Uſucpations in England, Was (liled, Romygnoram Mali- 
lens & Contemptor. With this Definition, becauſe of che Learn- 
ing and Vertve of its Author, I ſhould aequieſce, but that all 
who have got long poſleflion of any Tener, charge Difſencecs 
with the name of Hereticks ; and every one, who maincains any 
fingular Opinion, deth endewwaur to back ic with Auchority of 
Scripture. And therefore without atending to Concluſions of 
ochers, the beſt way co underſtand aright the nawre and meaning 
of Herefe, Will be to have recourſe our ſelves uaro che Scripeure, 
from whence alone we h& che firſt Noxice "a ſuch a ching ; 1 


—_— and damnab 
In the Scripeure 1 * Aba ns" 
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Dt. 
Lake 17, 1 


4 The Neceſſity and Uſe of Hereſſes: 
cationis, and to (ignifie any Opinion indifferently, whecher good of 
Ads 15.19. bad. Thus we —_ of the berefe of the Saddnces 3 and rely wah | 
of the Phariſees. And Pax mentions ic of himſelf, by way of ho- 
Afts 15.5+ Nour: according tothe moſt exatt or accurate bereſie or oo of 
As 26.55 our Religion, 1 lived 4 Phariſee. But for tne molt part, the word 
« 1p+415 15 taken in an ill ſenſe, ro fignifie, an Opinion repugnant to 
the ſenſe of Scripture, and likewiſe deſtruttroe of the Civil Peace. 
Thus when Tertul/ws would blaſt the Repwe of Chriftian Religi- 
on before Felix,the Roman Depury,he cals it an herefie:#e have, 
ſaith he, ſpeaking in behalf of the Jews againit Pani, found this 
wan o12hr, a very Peſt, and one that moveth 5i9'%, Sedition, Or 
roar among (t the Jews, throughout the world ; and a chief Leader of 
the SH 07 Hereſie of the Nazarenes : SO doth he in contempt call 
the Chriſtians, as being the followers of Jeſws of Nazareth, which 
was a Name of Diſgrace and Obloquy among them, As Paxl te- 
filifies of himſelf, whilft he was yec an Unbeliever ; ie imavry, 
Atts 26.9. J thought with my ſelf, that 1 owght to ds mary things againſt the 
N ame of Jeſus of Nazareth. 1n this ſenſe is the word Hereſies to 
Gal.5. 20, 21, he unceriio04, when by the Apoſtle they are reckoned among 
Works of the Fleſh,and they are joyned with Strife, Seditions Wrath, 
Emvyings, Which are the uſual Attendants of Herefie, Now be- 
cole rerks of the fleſh are of two ſorts, either ſuch as flow from 
the fteſhly Knderftanding ( 25 the Apollle cal: corrupt Reaſon,Nes 
eng"#s, the Knderſtanding of the Fleſh ) or ſuch'as flow from the 
fleſhly will ; aecordingly there are two ſorts of here fries mentioned 
and ſpoken agatnſt in Scripture. x, Such as upon Preſumprions 
of natural Reaſon, do contradict expreſs and clear Revelation of 
Scripture. Thus the Apoftle Peter cals the denying owr Lord Chriſt, 
2 Pet.2.1. ; , either his Nature, as the Sociniens of our times ; of his Offices, 
as all the Papiſts do, a damnable Here fie. T here ſkall,(11:h he, be 
falſe Teachers among you, who Tepemur11, (hall covertly (or over and 
above, Of contrary tothe Truth) bring is deſtrutve bereſies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. So the Opinion of rhoſe, who 
under prerence of Fiumlity , bronght in the Worſhip of Angels, 
into the Charch of Coloſſe,was 2 Format hereſie,lince the Frm, 4 
of it,had no warrant of Scripture to add ſuch kind of ind Medi- 


AQts 24 5. 


Col. 2.18. 


Col.z,z4, ator9 to Chriſt, bur as the Apo'tleſpeaks, were ra/bly puffed wp by 
their fleſhly mind. Thus the denying of the Reſurreftion of the Body, 
by ſomein the Church of Cormh, was 2 great Herefie, as over- 

throwing 
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throwing the Foundation of a Chriſtians hope, and opening a 1 Cor.15.12. 
door to alt manner of Impiety and Villany ; For if the dead riſe 
not, he Conſequence tis very natural and reaſonable, let xs car and 
drink, fer te morrow we'ſhall die 2. Thereare another ſort of He- Veaſe 3 3, 
refi.s 1poken agualt in Scripture,which flow fro:n the fleſhly will, 
and have an immediate cendency to patronize and encour 
diffo:ureneſs of Lite,ſuch was the Herehie of the Nicolaitens, who 
held, that ic was lawful to eat things offered to /dolr, 1. e.co commir 
I olacry, incimes of Perſecution ; and to cemmur Forncation , 
which our Swiour ſpeaks ſharply againſt in che Revelations, cal- Apoc.3,14,15, 
ling it the Deftrine of Balaam, and expreſſerh his urter dillike of - 
ſuch Teners, in cheſe words, which I haze. So the Apoltle Peter 
ſpeaks againſt ſome vicious Hereticks ( as ſome think, the Gue- * Per. 3, 

flicks) who, under pretence of advancing Chriſtian Laberty, gave 
themſelves up to all manner of Impurity ; prow:ing, ſaich he, L:- Verie 19. 
berty, they themſelves are the Servants of (orraption. carries 
on the ſame mens hereſie furcher,and ſaith, they did noconly, de- J%& ® 8. 
file the fleſh, but by Rrerching che Notion of Liberty, beyond ics 
due Bounds, did fer at t Government, and revile Di gunzes, 
3- 6, u7dervalue, diſeſteem, and diſobey their Civil Governours, 
Which kind of Herehier, 15 they are more dang2rous, ({@ they are 
more damnable then o:ners z becauſe there can be no pretence 
of Conſcience to juſtihe them. From what I have ſaid concer- 
ning Herefres,as | find then recorded in Scriprure, | draw this ge- 
neral Nefiniriorof them all. An Herefie « ſuch an Opimon,s enher * * 
hath no Foundation in Scripture, ( 25 the Wor hip of Angels, among 
the Coloſſians ) or, exprefly contraditts u ( 25 the denial of the Reſer- 
ſerrettion, among the Corimbians) or, Miſtakes and mi ſſe-rmerprets 
it, to conntenance diſſeluteneſs of Life, and diſobedience wnts the Cruil 
Magiſtrate. 
Da that there (hould bz ſuch hereſies in» the Church p 
of Chriſt, wili appear, fron the conkderation, 1. Of the Cauſes. 
2, Of che Occaſions, which concur cothe producing of them. 
1, The Necellity of Hereſies will appeir from rhe conſideration 
of their Cauſes, 1nd they are theſe chree , 1. God permining. 2.54 
tan exciung. 3» Man begetting and ingend» ing of then. 14.3 cf 
1, The firſt Cauſe of —_— an he being of _ : 
”e is, Gods permiſſion of thew. Where, by Permſſi-m, } 
joy an idle; uncoacerned, inctietual lecing umpelſs 
. y 


a 
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The Neceſſuy and uſe of Hereſies - 

only, and barely ſuffering them ro be ; but Gods wiſe, powerfu!, 
and mighty ordering of them, as he did.che hardneſs of Pharaoks 
heart, for very gracious and holy ends, eſpecially ubeie rwo. 

I, For the Trial of the Godly : As the Apolile hath it, that the 
Sxauer, the ſincere and fingle-hearted Chriſtians, might, by this 
means, appear the more eminent and conſpicuous. As it did 
ſhew the Power of God, to preſerve the Buſh (by which his peo- 
ple of /ſrael was repreſented ) i= the midſt of the Fire ; lo doth 
ms Power equally apperr, when his Truth 1s born witneſsto, in 
the midſt of the Triumph and Efficacy of Errour. Were there 
buc one Opinion which paſſed for currant among Chriſtians, 
there would nor appear any thing extraordinary in the owning of 
It ; but when there are ſo ne Sami, each crying up their own * 
Way, 2s the Epheſians did their Diane, there to keep touch with 
the chiwgs of God, and, in ſpight of all contradiction, openly ro 
avow and countenance them, this ſhews a well-principled Inte- 
gricy z 2 cemper that God is fingularly delighted with. 1n the 
world, God lets his Heaven be ofter times wrapped up 1n clouds, 
that the Rars which he hath appointed for the Government of 
the Night, may appear more bright and uſeful : So 1n the Charch, | 
which 1s Gods Heaven on Earth, rhe moſt vifible Manhort of the 
Divine Nature, he lets Darkneſs break forth, and thick Vapours ; 
that thoſe Saints of his , whom he cals Lighrs of the world, may 
ſhine with the greater Laſtre,and redouble their Beams, from the 
greatneſs of the Oppoſition made againſt rhem, We muſt nor 
think that God hath cither given us Faith or Knowledge, Which 
are his choiceſt Largeſſes, bur ke intends totry the conftancy of 
the one, and the ſeriouſneſs of the other: And ſince the greater 

Diffculties weencountcer, ſtill che more Honour redounds to 
God, whois our General ; therefore he will ſeem to hazard his 
Truth, by letting it, ro ourward appearance, be loſt as it were, 1n 
the midi of a ſwarm of Herefres, that by raifhng up ſome Hereich, 
Champions, he may recover it again with greater advantage. Thus 
in the fartt ages of the Church, Peter reſcued Freedom of Com- 
mumon with the Gentiles ; Paw! afſerrs Frezdom from the Yoke 
of needleſs and inſignificant Ceremonies ; and John defended 
che Erernal Divinity of our Saviour, againſt the Narrow-ſpirited, 
Tyrarnical, and Helliſh Impoſtures of the Hereticks in their 
Times: Andinall ages, many there are recorded to PAST 


The Neeeſfity and Wife of Hereftes: 5 
eſteem and credic in the Church of Chriſt, whoſe Memories, in 
all probability, had not ſurvived their Bodies, had noc they fig- 
nahze4 themſelves by cheir ze1lous afferring of Trurch, when tr 
Was almoſt {wallowed up by the Deluge, or outfaced by the-autho- 
ricy of Errour. And ſuch Examples God will ever concine for 
which Reaſon, he lers Herefie, like Pharaoh and bis E ,”, 
captivate his Truth, that he may ſend fome. Moſer hd Aarons 
for che Redemprion and Deliverance of ir. 

2, TheSecond, and no leſs prinapal end, as to theDeſign 264 
of God,why he permits Herefies, is, os par 9. have occa- — 
ſrons preſented them of fnmbling and taking Offence, When a wicked 
raan turns from that Righteouſneſs he once pretended to, God 
ſaies, / lay aſtunebling block before him ; and the wicked,the 
Pſalmiſt (nies, God ramnes Snares, i.e. (catters Traps and Snares in Pſal, ;1.6, 
cheir Way, that = = be taken. There = ſome men, who in 

pure are (hled, che People of Gods curſe, the Veſſel of bus wrath, 
mo wde, Forewruten _ Toa her great- Reg 
eft methods of Loodneſs prove only means of hardning them, to Jude v.4, 
fin more deſperately ; thus did Gods Word prove to the-/ſras 
fites : It was, ich the Prophet, Line wpon Line, and Preceye upon 11a. 2.8, '3, 
Precept, that they might go , and fall backward, and be brokgn, and 
ſacred, and taken. And Chrift, to the unvelieving Jews, became a 
Sone of /iumbling, and a ence. wnto which {1th the Apo- : 
te on they = enki ym ry COT ade: 
and perithing Wretches, 1s a Savonr of death. But what theſe things not 
&© only by accident, that Herefies do in their own proper nawre , 2 ©*-2+15- 
{..e. they harden Unbelievers, and make them more reſelure in 
their oppoſing of the Truth, As when Gd did intend Abub 
ſhould go down to barrel, 2nd periſh there, he ler a Lying Spevic 
of fie be in the mouth of all his Prophets ; For, ſaith he, 
theu (halt perfwade him, a»d prevail alfo.. SOwhen God fees a com- 
pany of 1:zy, vicious men, who are weary of the Poverfutphin- 
neſsof Truth, then he lets ſome corrupt "Doftrines be ſcatgered 2- 
broad, which may fit thoſe Taclinitions, theyre already princi- 

with : and likewiſe; whenorthers have carzow itching Ears , 
and ſownd Doftrine will *not relliſh with them, then ſuffers 
ſome lofry airy ſpeculations to hebroached, by flydy of which, 


ma drunk with Pride and Prejudice more 
ons Finer, Je wa this juſt Judgment of upon mens « Nnka.tey 7] 


1 Kings 22.22, 
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2 Couſe. 


Col.:, 


1 Tim, 4. 


2 Cor.11,3, 


Rey:13-. 


R 
willingneſs to be deceived, that God gave them up to Antichri- 
Riang.e. 2 Papal Deluſions. As the Apoltle hath ic, Becawſe they re- 
cerved mot the Love of the Truth, that they might be ſaved. For this 
carſe God ſhall ſend them *rexyearche aft ive power avd efficacy of Er- 
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rowr,, that they ſkowld believe a lieyy.e.afalle and feigned dotrine, 
That they all may be damned who have not believed the Truth , but 
had pleaſure in wnrighteouſneſs, 1.6.10 falle and unrighteous Tenets, 
And therefore as our Saviour ſayes, Wo to the world, becauſe of Of- 
fences z lo, Wo to the world, becanſe of Hereſies ; becauſe as we ſet 
craps tocatch Vermine,ſo God appoints theſe roenſnare arrogant 
and ſelf-preſuming, er vicious and (elf-defiling men. 

2. The ſecond Cauſe which concurs ro the producing of Here- 
fres,is Satan excuimg. That evil Spirit, whom aur Saviour cals, the 
Prince of the world, and the Apoſtle, ' the ruler of the Darkneſs of 
the world; out of that innate hatred he hath to Truth, by 
which his Kingdom 1s overchrown, ſcatters the ſeeds ot Errour 
and ignorance.every Where up and down the world : andas he ſec 
upon our Saviour with mitſe-quored Scripture, in which he ap- 
peared ſo dexcerous and rezdy, as if he intended to puzzle and 
non-plus his eternal wiſdom : So the molt deadly and poyſonous 
hereſies,have by him, by a firange kind of Chymiſtry,been extra- ' 
Red our of the ſame holy Scriptures. Thus he brought in the pra- 
Riſe of needleſs rigour and auſterity of Life, under pretence of 
Chriſtian riftneſs and feveriry,in thoſe Precepts, Touch ner, raft 
wot —randle net. T hus brought he in the Doctrine of forbidding mar- 
riages , under prerence of Chriftian Chaſtiry and Abſti- 
nence, which the Apoltle in expreſs words, cals the Doftrine of 
Devils. Thus he brought in Sperſtition, #ill-werſhip and idle Cere- 
monies, under pretence of Chriſtian Decency and Order ; L"—_— 
a3 the Apoſtle complains, the S begwiling many t buy 
Subtilty, ſo that thery minds were —_ How Fa Gp which 
was in Chriſt. Thos laltly,brought he inthe cruel and incompaſſio- 
nate killing of men chat would not worſhip the Image of the Braft, 
and in ſome outward and viſihle manner acknowledge their.con- 
formiry, under prerence of Chriſtizn zeal and care of Trath, In 
ſhort, as the greateſt Cordials, if not rightly prepared, doprove 
che molt deadly and killing Poyſons ; ſo the moſt dangerous and 
deftruQive hereſies,have been compounded by Satexs malice,out 
of the moſt Soveraign Drugs of Sicred Trurh ;. but by him pur- 
poſe'y ill mixed andtempered. And here. I defirets "— 

| thac 


* 


The 9" 
that though the Devil likewiſedord Rie-up ion, 25 our Sa- 
viour felc 1n himſelf, when: he ſaid of us ow ings, that 
then was the Paver of darkaeſs,” 4. & Hell was then looſe , Luke 23,535 
and wicked men in crucifying Chrift;a&ted the Devils buſineſſes; 
ſo he forerels to the Church of $ 1 ter by things ; 
thou art to ſuffer ; behold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you priſons Rev, 3.10. 

;- for ins 
Miſt of Er- 


that you may be tr1ed. "Yet this is bur Satans Aft 4 

oreat defign is, to eclipſe the of Truth, by 

rour : Andif he finds, that his Heretical T ares will not rake root, 

then under pretence of Fatken, Sedition, and the like old chatges, 

which were laid borh. againſt our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, he 

deftroyes thoſe careful . Husbandmeny which would ſow betrer 

Seed, and [cave = ———— Devils Co 

Policy of Hell, lies in che quiet - ſpreading of Here fie, for thi 

gains him ſouls, whereas viclenes norer wen dint any, bur 

the bodies of men; char is, it mate them obſequions Slaves, but 

not real {orverts, We find therefore in the Revelation, rhat when 

urvg wrap rermarundern tree >= per ne 
orth, che Drvel , ready to | Child as ſoon as 

Cn toe nei ended hs mulirk lire 

ing in Heaven, and till he was caſt down from thence, did noe 4 

think of waking war with her Seed. The Moral-of which Repre- % 

ſentation, | rake to be this, That when Chrifiian Trurh begins g& 

ro o_ (nm. gn" the a at _—_ endeavours to defiroy ir, 

by diſputi e,” and venturing” his cauſe apon Argument; +» __ 

_—_ & ds Suſe maſpd at thi yp he = 

changes the Sabtzlty of the 5 , into the Roarmy of the Liow -- 

yp. rye mat 4 robo,» Is: ke Lek the | 

Devil doch not ordinarily ery, till lis Falſe Dof#rines have. | *J 

baffled and feyled, and he hath no «w%Jua, no wile, no crafe lefr, - . 

to.countenance the grofſengaſs of his'Impoliures,” © 

3- The third Caule concurring to the neceiſry Being of here ©4*/* 3+ 

fiet in the Church, is, Afar himſelf, _—_— my of 

them. For as the molt fruitful and pregnint Seed, if it be not 

caſt into a warm and ed Soyl," foſethvall its Verrue, fo theſe 

Seeds of Errour phe Devil ſowes, if the heare of gat was nor a fir 

foyl for them, wpuld never riſe up again in folzrge an of 

abſurd and impious Herefies, Were'the winds never fo fierce, 

yerif the nu.ofcbe Tragb.enctFes unſtable and moveable 

| narure, 
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nate, thee would never be any Tempeſt. So, bo imperuous 

and.violent ſpeversbe Gults, and Breath of Sazans Temprations 

be, yet if our aauie WCre Bot af it (elf ductile, o_ che 

world had never been ſo prodigiout]y cofled up and z nay, 
often oy by erroneous Maames. Now c Two 
PrincipRs 10.mayn, Which are alwaics ſulcepribte of any tale and 
Herecical Impreflion ; rhe one is, bis /gnerance in ſpiritual mat- 
ters, the of ber is, his Pridein Natural Knowledge. By tis [gno- 
TANCE DC 15aÞPt ro mullake Þrrour for truth, and by tus Pride be is 
apC 10 propagate 1t z that like Simmen ag ( the firſt noted 
Herenck in-che Church of Chriſt ) he may appear ſome body in 
the cyes of a few partial Followers ; and this is ir, which makes 
his Erroar Hereſe, Sothatdllwe can find ſome Art to cha 
the Natue gf man, to make his Kaderſtending more refined; [ 
lime and ſpiritual z mall wecan purge the Fi trom prejudice, de- 
fign and parugality 3 cill we can alter rhe courſe of his Afett;ons ; 
and ſer them afloat -anocher way, to love God, in of him- 
ſelf, and ro-prefer Truch before applauſe ; ill we'ean do this, we 
have as little hape 50 ſecche Church free from Here fer, 8 to 
aave our Gardensclear from infectious Milts and Vapours, which - 
have the Sun to exhale, the wind to convey, and a Bog hard by, 
to ingender them. 4 

But beſides theſe Caſes, which do abſolutely neceſſitate the 
Being of Hereſigs, There are rvo other Occaſions, hich do migh- 
tily conduce, if I may ſo ſpeak, tothe well-being of them, ;.e, ro 
theic eaher grayech aud ſpreading. And they are, - "3. Seriprare- 
difficalty. 2. Chriſtian Liberty. 
I. the Difficulty. of Scriptures a very great occahon for 

Occaſion t« increaſe of Herafies; becauſe of that vaniery of Iwverpteracion , 

; ' which many places, eſpecially in the Apolite Paws Epritl es, are 
capable of : Whoſe Writihgs,  eves in the Apotile Peterrcime, 
weze liable to much miſle-conſiruftian. For to omit, that the 

2 Pat, 3. dings chemo recorded by him, are dv9y%ire, ſcarcely imelligi- 
ble, being full of myſierious and farhomleſs depths , they are 
wricren by that excellent Apoile, in a ftyle ſo diſonant frem all 
Rules of ordinary Grammar, that tt requires i 
wo find our his Liceral Meaning. Which 1 


| for; and 
their own ſenſe, withour ants = 


Z. 
his: So-thar, -as Tertmllian obſerves, | to 
the Texc of Scripture on- | 
ro Heverical G, loſer. For as in the works of 
i, the whole Frame of the 


Sertpeure, 
as ir relates eo the OHeſiah, 
the Tettament,” together with 
Heavenly Diretions for life,is thu} IT 
lent : Bur _ rake thoſe rhirgs altinder, 9 
ditnAly, by Chapeer and Perſe, we Hil anew 
m  Varutions is Nawes, Dives ſity of 
14 + ſeſſer ſeeming conrradiftions, which to foo for 
wir, we fo many Bones, Yor hirri 60 ſpend 
'ng- more whotfom 


Mal. 
John 4. 


1 Cor.7- 
Mart.15. 
Gal, 5.1. 


James x. 1,:. 


pd Cor.z, 16, 
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naycoomanded,in char Lacitudeas in ours For we ace cnjoyned 
to 


try all things, and then, to beld faſt thar which is good: Weare 
bid, to.cr.y the. Spiries, and chough a» Angel ſhould come form Hea- 
ves,, and preach tous, Were not to believe him, if he teach a+ 
ny thirig comtr,@ry t6.this Goſpel, We are commanded to ſee with 
our;0;vn eyes, and ro-chuſe for our (elves without depending 
any, further upon the Authoruy of Farhw#: and Dottors, then. as 
they ſBeak according rorhis-word, Which under the ſevereſt penal- 
ties, We-are obliged ro ſtudy and peruſe. For-as God, 4n the old 
Teftthent, would wot have the blind for ſacrifice, ſo neicher wall he 
in the'New ;, andthey bad #5 good not worſhip him ar all, who 
like the Samaritans, worſhip him.they know not why, And as 
in point of. 4 Weareio bechus free; ſo ligewiſe ton point 
of Practiſe,as ro. Religious Runes and Orders, we are commanded, 
nat to be the ſervants of men ; not to worſhip God by the Precepes of 


wen ; not to be entangled wth ohe of Bondage, but taftan 
in the liberty wherewth Cleit babaral 7a RP 
Goſpel is called the Royal Law of Liberty; and we ate, ſo ts ſpeaks 
and ſo to da, as thoſe that ſhall be judged by that Law. Yea,further, 


as WE are to be thus free irrour ſelves, ſo we are to be exceedi 


charitable and render towards others, beartng with our weak bre- 


thren ; -and, if they do\bur hold the Fomndation of F aith aud goed 
works, £0 tolerare the Hay and Stubbls, Which they, may build up- 

onit, And themeaſon of this 18, becauſe our Religion , as it 

ſprang from Heawen, fo 4s it maintained from thence; as the 
Spirnt of God did firſt diſcover, fo doth ic full reveal ic ;- and by 
anew.and almighty Birch,of dead and Gaful men, make us Living 
and Gncere Chrillzatis : Now where the Spiry of God 4s, ſaith the 
Apaltle, there « Liberty, -4- e. not. only Freedom from Errour and 
Ignerance, of Which he zhere ſpeaks, bur from thoſe wretched and 
inhumane AQts of Force.and Fraud, whereby other Political In- 
ventions, rather then Religions, are continued and upheld in the 
world : For whereas al others hare the Laghe, and will not en- 
dure to have their Prigaples queſtioned, as is clear-in that devil-. 
liſh. Cheat and Ayftery of Images, the Fapecy: Our Religion 
deſires nathing,more, then to be Hfred to the bottom, that ſo it 
may be choſen,for irs own native Truth and Excellency , and not, 


\»: I fpr- any. ourwvard Advantages , .or, to ferye a Stateyturnsy Which 


” 


Religion yill never Roop to.doyv And Whoever have 


ci! 
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rhe Bnet endijeGWror bo 
pot after che moliſerious ttudy andingaytooeaning BY 
ved to an embracing of this Faich, mutt ory cnn ardiony— 1 + 
Saniſf:Etion and Sweecneſs of ir,becauſeriul 4 man 

andin his own mind reſolved all ObjeRions char q—q_ 
nim ye cannot be certain that he is in tray es bur wears. 
"rhe riſing of every doubt, be full of 

Tris which I-have _ concerning the neciryofCiriſe Le: Liber 
5, doth by accident prove a great meansfor the propagati 
Herofier tor as where the Soyl 4s good, and the Ayr Donnas 
warm, Weeds will ſpring. up as well as good Corn : So igirin 
che Church &f Chriſt, Ge there is Liberty allowed fo: variety of 
Judgmencs, Errour mutt n:eds chrive and ſpread, a5 well as crurh. 
Eſpecially fmce-we may nor- pull up the Tres, . or by the handof 2 
violence, ſtop the Progreſs / of che moſt deceicful Errour; but if 
1 found Perſnaſion, if. Demonſtration of the Spirit nd Seriptnre, if 
Rejalting of the Heretich,, and forbearing of Communion with buns, 
will-noc prevail, to make him renounce tus Errour, I am not yec 
convinced, that in —— — moerly — 
al, our Religio \ bets comms we wea 
£0 os at L » ne owing 
—_ there is added pate pre growth and 
needs fotlow,that the Canſes I adened, do not 
cate rhe Being of Herefies, theſe Occafiens Will neceſ- 

lirare cheir Thins and Continuance. 

I.The Inference from hence (hall be to reach us,not xo miſtake. #/e 1. 
the __ Herefie,for the Cauſes of it. Among thoſe who are 
exaR and critical Wricers of Hiltory, as P » \ T aciens, and 
others, we find, ingniſh carefully bergecg the 572%» and 
the Arie, che Begimang, and tie cauſes of 2 War, The 

ning of a War may an(e from ſomching . apparent and. vi 
whereas the caſe of it may be more deeply laid, pen Law» 
from the viewof che Actors. So in this cale,. the Occaſpons i0- 
deed of Herefte, which do midwife it into the. world, are Soap | 
ture- difficulty, and vhreſtian Liberty : Whereas wa 
are thoſe 1 have mentioned ; eſpecially Man himſelf ,. whoſe 
Heart ische Womb, in which chacevil Birth is formed. 
therefore let us take heed charthrough haſt and prejudice, . we ac- 
cuſenoteither the S oripeures, Or CS Cbrifien Freda, of, 
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The Neceſſity en Ufe of Herafes. 
tai To. accuſe the Scripexre for eur Herehfie”, 
all one as if, becauſe we meer with ill ſents, we ſhould blame 


| the Sun, and noc the Dunghil, So likewiſe, 2s to Liberty of Con- 


ſcience, to charge rhac with the procuttion of Errours, is all one, 
as if the Ayr wichour, rather then ill humours within us,ſhapld be 
he the cauſe of our Diſcaſes. Let wicked and light-ſpirited 
men then bear the blame of whatever Follies chey hold ; and nor 
eicher che Reading of Scrypeure He diſgriced, wirhout wrich,there 
can be no Knowledge of Truth : nor Liberty of Conſcience be de« 
barred ; without which, there can be no 9penneis of Profeſſion ; 
both which are as neceſlary to Chriſti:n Faith,as the Sun and Ayr 
areto Natural Life, we c:nnor ſee withour the one, nor breath 
withour the other. Take away Scripewre, and we are in this world 
as Mzriners upon the Sea, without a Compaſs ; who have nochi 
bur rhe violence of waves, and che uncertain motion of the wi 
to drive them, Deny Laberty, I mean, in things Lawfwl, then 
Chriſtian Prudence, Charicy, condeſcention, a. wiſe doing, 
forbearing of things indifferenc, as we ſee occafion, lie all uſcle(s 
by us, and we labour ro become more knowing then ochers, co 


mojupe . 
2. 1s it ſo neceſſary, rar there muſt be berefies, then let us noc 
take offence, or think ever a whit the worſe of our Religr2n 
char great Variety of Hereſies which have ſprung up in our dais. 
When the Apolile Pax! was himfelfin trouble, he writes tothe 
Church of Theffalonica, That no man ſhou!d be moved bytheſe affii- 
(Hows ; for, ſaith he, your ſelves know,that we were apporneed theres, 
for verily when we were with you, we told you before, that we ſhould 
foffer Tribulatiov,eutn as it cane to paſs. If they were tobe come 
forred under their Affliftions, becaule be foretold them, we have 
the ſame reaſon to be comforted under our Herefies, fince he 
forerold chem too z and from thence hath afforded us an excellenr 
Argument, to afferc our Saviours Truth and Veracicy , and in 
thar, the Truth of our Religion, again all Oppoſers. | This uſe 
the Primitive Writers mace of chem, when Celſzs and ocbers 
did objeR ro the Chriſtians, the great variery af Opinions, and 
diverſity of Judgments amongſt them, fo that, ſay they, 'Wrre we 
willing to turn Chriſtians, we know not of what Party to be, fince nat-. 
wit bog your Fends and Snarrels, you. aN pretend ts 
Chrift. Torthis, 


Termiligy, Origen, ani the reft reply, Hareſas' 
nou - | 
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- thankfulneſs look up to Chrift, who hath already armed us agaipft 


| mangafter the firft and ſecod Admonition, rejeft ; knowing that 


/ ledneſs of Opinion, I cannot bur wonder at the boldneſs of thoie 474 
| men, who are not content only to ſtarr up new and neeJleſs O- be 
| pinions, bur to the diſhonour of our Religion, and” their ewn _ 


Arace theſe Three things. 1, Thar rhg Opinion he Cifſencs 
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velllſe, quia nevimu oe prediflas. Wire wn offs. | © 

ſorrygtbat Hereſies þ cprngr for Os mt fragt ' ſÞog "7 3s LT, 

come. Sothatthe very Argument, which the Heathens uſed. /- + © 

dilgrace Chriltianity, was by thoſe wiſe and Learned mer: ime ©; * 

proved for the liluſtration and confirming ofizg And, indeed;,” *- 

lincv, as 1 have already demonftrared, therecannerbe a more ra- oO, 

tional Proof of che Divine Miſſion of any;then the fulfiling of bi on chat Fr 

Propheſies, Bs very 2dm:rable to conſider, how our Saviour - i the Chi #-; 

left ſuch Predictions behind him ; whish were beyond any Hu- ' 
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mane Foreſight, and yer every Age bach been fulfilling ſome of ," 
other of them» ever ſince his time. That a Religion ſo harmleſs, — "2 
and inoffenfive, ſhould be perſecured : that norwirhſtanding per- — 
ſecurron, it ſhould cake root, and be preached c bour che + 
world : Thac preſently after ir was prop there ſhould be | w. 


Sells md Hereſies formed nut of ir; and this to be the conſtant 
un-erring Face of our Religion, was a thing beyond all Rational 
and mcerly humane ConjeQure ;- and therefore the fulfilling of | 
chis great Prediion concerning Herefies, fhoald make us with by "Sf 


any Prejudice we may receive from chem, ſince they are only dil- 

coveries of his Truth, and Trials of ours. Ar 
Bur yer, Thirdly and Laſtly, Lerno man think, tharbecauſe wſe 3. WTBSE % (\ 

Hereſies are neceſſary, that therefore any ſhall ge excuſed, who is ib 0 

the Author of cnem ; Hereſes are no ogaerwiſe neceſſary, chen EI 

Scandals and Sins are, of which, our Saviour ſaich , bi 6rav, x 

wuſt be ; but yet, (ares he, © Wobeto that man by whom they come. Muz.18, 

Mark them, (aith the Apoſtle Pawl , which cauſe Diviſions and Kow16:19, 
ences, contrary to the Dottrine which ye have recerved, and avoid 

them. And in anocher place, <:q4mur dr12pwwer, The Selt-wmaki 


4 one is quite perverted, and fins, 
Places, with many other, making 


ſelficondenaned. All x eo Tit.3. ” 4 


o cireCtly againlt new-fang- dErpan]al, 


Ecernal, Ruine, if, chey repent nor, make thoſe Opinions *the 
Grounds of Separation from allChurch- blies,bur their own. 
Whoever doth chus ſer up for himſelf, muſt be able ro dei 
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Daren eaſe and damnable. 3 rr . 
At holds, 1s cercainly-and ibfathbly-crue.. 2 Tg 
ly unlawful for him to joyn in communion wich'anathery 
In chat parcicular. ( as for i nce, rar thr_s as 
udgment from him. The two firft of which Aſſe 
ew of our Separidte Charches will be ablexo maincain ; 20} Tam 
ſure, the laſt, none can. eg ro 1 orgy ith 
poſed upor-my Pradtiſe, 1 ought not to Wi 
the Communon. of any , wha hold the Foundation 
Faich, Eh, Une'y, Belief in Te ſou berg the Chrift «6c img 


© Corimbians, among whem, 


SI ind yer were all preſent af theſame 
becauſe jt Qrikes at the Roor of 
canyoc be juſtified, bit 'in caſe of in 
when ſuch chingsare impoſed upon us,as 
hions which h mecanvor in png yr ſubmic to.z 
1 depart,wedonorgo, byt are driven. our. Burghis SR 
ITY which 1 RT de 60 Ln.” 
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